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NAH u i. 3. 

The Lord is flow to anger, and great 
in power, and will not at all acquit 
the Wicked : The Lord hath his way 


mm the Whirlwind, and in the Storm, 
and the Clouds are the dust of his 


feet. 


Nineveh, a great and populous City, a 
ſinful People, who having long deſerved 
Judgments, yet had received temporal 
Felicity in a 50 of Mercies, and withal, had 
Warnings, and Calls, and Denunciations, time after 
time, to awaken them out of their ſinful Courſe. 


B | It 


HESE Words are part of the Burden of 


FOR" Dn 


A Sermon Preach'd on theFasT-Day, 


It was an Hundred and filty Years before this, 
according to Vulgar Computation, that the Pro- 
phet Jonah had threaten d its Overthrow ; which, 
by the timely Intervention of Repentance, and the 


ſolemn Acts of Faſting and Humiliation, was poſt- 


Eccleſ. 8. 11. 


poned to new Mercies, and longer Forbearances : o 
that hitherto their Judgment lingred, their Deſola- 


tion was delayed, to fee firſt, if that Amendment 


which they pretended to, would laſt ; and then, 


after freſh Provocations, to ſee if they wou'd Repent 


again with more Sincerity. But they were, alas 


ſo far from it, that becauſe Judgment was not ſpeedily 
executed, and the rather becauſe it had been ſo often 
denounced, and they had hitherto eſcaped, e hearts 


f the Children of theſe Men were fully ſet in them to 


do evil; and that Forbearance and Long-ſufferance 
which God Almighty ſhewed towards em, was ſo 
far from being an Inducement to Reformation, that 


it operated to the making them more Careleſs and 


Secure, contrary to the Uſe which ought to have 
been made thereof, This the Prophet Zephany takes 
notice of, in the laſt Ver. of the 2* Chap. This is the 
rejoicing City that dwelt careleſsly ; that ſaid in her 
heart, I am, and there is none beſide me. As it ſhe 


had meant, Let the Prophets and the Preachers ſay 
what they will, notwithſtanding all their Reproaches 


and Exclamations, I am, ſtill 7 am as I was, a great, 
a populous, a flouriſhing City; I contained Six- core 
Thoufand Souls Two Hundred Years ago; and Fifty 
Years after that, I was threatened to be deſtroy d, 
yes, within Forty Days; but ſee now, I have ever 
{ſince flouriſhed and encreaſed in People, and Riches, 


and Dominion, ſo that] make at preſent ſuch a figure 
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in the World as if there were none beſide me, that is 
equal to me, or like me. 

Such an Eſtimate which that People made of 
themſelves occaſioned probably theſe Words of my 
Text; for this ſtubborn, this rebellious and Luci- 
ferian Pride, and Self-Eſteem feem'd to call in que- 
ſtion Two of the Divine Attributes, to wit, the 
Power and the Juſtice of God, for while a Sin- 
ful People remain unpuniſh'd, the Sinfulleſt and the 
Fooliſheſt Part of them are apt to conclude, either 

that all things are governed by Chance or Nature, 
and that there is no God; or that he is reſtrain'd 
by the Laws of Fate, and ſo has no Power to ſhow 
his Reſentments ; or elſe that he is at leaſt careleſs 
and negligent of what is done here below ; So that 
the Divine Being either cannot, or will not Puniſh 
the Evil Doer. . 
The Text in hand therefore is a flat and peremptory 
Anſwer to all ſuch impious Suggeſtions. The Pro- 
phet telling them that although God Almighty 2s 
flow to anger, yet he is great in power, and that he 
will not at all acquit the wicked; ſhowing them that 
his long Sufferance and Forbearance is by no means 
occaſioned by his Want of Power or Forgetfulneſs 
of Juſtice, but tis the Nature and Property of God 
to be flow to anger; yet in that there is nothing 

that ſhould cauſe the wicked either to exult or to 
think themſelves ſecure ; Seeing the long Sufferance 
and Forbearance of God doth not make at all for 
'em, if they perſiſt in their Impenitency : for there 
are two other Conſiderations which they thould take 
along with *em; to wit, that God is powerful, and 
that he is juſt. The Lord 7s ſlow to anger, not 8 0 
: | D's le 


ODER 
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he can't right himſelf if he would, for he is great 
in power, or that the Eaſineſs of his Nature will 
not ſuffer him to puniſh Sinners ; far oft be ſuch a 
Thought, for he will not at all acquit the wicked, 

This former Part of my Text then contains Three 
Propoſitions. . 


I. Firſt, That God Almighty is long Suffering and 


Slow to anger. 


II. Secondly, That the Long Sufferance of God is no 
Sign of Imperfection inaſmuch as he 7s great in 
power. Nor 


III. Thbirdly, Is it any Sign of Irregularity in his Judg- 

ment or Proceedings towards the Children of Men 
but is conſiſtent enough with the Eternal Method 

of his Juſtice, That he will not at all acquit the 

wicked. 


| Theſe Three Propoſitions require neither much 
Time nor Pains to prove, and therefore the Prophet 
doth not go about to enforce 'em by any Argu- 
ments becauſe the Proof lies in the Holy Scriptures 
viſible enough to thoſe who believe em, and of no 
Ule to thoſe who believe them not. 

I ſhall Inſtance to you therefore but a fe Places 
upon each Head. 


'L Firſt, That God is flow to anger, is the Account 
which He gives of himſelf, and which he ſeems to take 
Delight in Publiſhing, | 


Thus 


— 
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Thus to the 7ſraelires even that murmuring and 
rebellious Generation, The Lord paſſed by and proclaim- Exod. 34. 6. 
ed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-ſuffering and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth. 

And this was not with a temporary Reſpect only 

to that Time and that People, for to him in this 
Particular give all the Prophets Witneſs as to 
the Eſſential Nature and Property of God. The 
Lord (faith David) is merciful and gracious, flow 
to anger and plenteous in Mercy; where we.may Ob- 
ſerve a Fulneſs of Expreſſion which ſhows him in- 
variable and infinite in this as he is in all other his 
Attributes, as appears farther in the 86 Pal. v. 15. 
Thou O God art a God full of Compaſſion, and graci- 
ons, long ſuffering and plenteous in mercy and truth ; 
where the Terms fall of compaſſion, as in the 145 
Pſal. likewiſe 8 v. and great in Mercy as 'tis there 
expreſſed, and plenteous in Mercy declare to us the 
unqueſtionable Extenfivenels of his Tenderneſs, pro- 
vided we qualifie our ſelves for it, as it is condition'd 
in the 5 v. of the aforeſaid 86 Pſal. Thou Lord art 
good and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy unto 
all them that call upon thee. 

Which reminds us of the Difference between the 
Loxg-Sufferance, and the Mercy of God, he is flow 
to anger, and long-ſuffering towards all Men indiſ- 
criminately, it is the Method of his Providence ſo 
to be (generally ſpeaking) and excepting only 
ſome particular Inſtances, as when his Temporal as 
well as Eternal Judgments ſpeedily overtake the wick- 
ed (for ſome ſpecial Demonſtration of his Power and 
Juſtice) as in the Cafes of Nadab and Abihu, of Corab W. N 
and his Complices, of Auanias and Sapphira, and ads ;. 

the 


—— 


Pſal. 103. 8. 


. 
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the like; there is never any Exceptions of his Mer 
cy. But if rhe Sinner repents and turns to him: 
or calls upon him penitently and faithfully, he is 
not only flow to anger but ready to forgive, which 
is the proper Expolition of Slowneſs to Anger in this 
Place. Otherwile this Forbearance of God towards 
impenitent and obdurate Sinners, who treaſure uy 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, is not upon the foor 
of Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, but for Holy and 
Eternal Reaſons of Divine Providence: As 

r. Sometimes he ſuffers People to Sin without Judg- 
ment very ſpeedily overtaking them, to the Intent 
they may firſt fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, 
and become ripe for Judgment, while he ſnatches 
away others ſometimes to as great a future Puniſh. 


ment, or corrects em viſibly by as great Tempora 


Chaſtiſements, as thoſe who have Sinn'd more o. 
longer; and this according to equal Diſtributions o 
Juſtice, becauſe had theſe lived longer, they would 
in the Fore knowledge of God have as fully com. 
pleated their Iniquity, as they upon whom a more 
lingring Judgment attended. 

2. And ſometimes he delays his Judgments upon 


\ 
.4 Nation or ſingle Perſons a great while, thongh 


he doth foreſee they will never bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance, to ſhew the Abſoluteneſs and 


Uncontroulableneſs of his Will, that he doth not. 


confine himſelf to any reveal'd Rules, as to the 
Modes and Circumſtances of his Diſpenſations here 
below ; but that he will diftribute the Tokens ©! 


his Vengeance, how, and where, and when |: 


_ pleaſes. As, 


3» Thi ray, 
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3. Thirdly, for Inſtance, He ſometimes Viſits a Peo- 
ple with ſome Judgment or Calamity of far leſs Con- 
{equence than in all humane appearance they then 
delerved: and this may ſeem lefs than the delaying 
or protracting of his Anger, for this ſeems to be an 
abatement or leſſening of it ; but in this He is only 
ſlow to Anger, and delays the Conſummation of his 
Vengeance, for the greater Vindication of his Juſtice ; 
when He ſhall come to execute heavy and terrible 
judgments, which might have ſeem'd too ſudden, 
at leaſt, if not too ſevere, unleſs Men had lighted 
lefſer Judgments, which were ſent to be the Tokens 
and Fore-runners of greater. I omit other Rea- 
ſons and Cafes, becauſe theſe Arguments don't 
ſtrictly belong to the Propoſition I am now upon, 
to wit, That God Almighty is Jm to Anger, with 
regard to Mercy, according to that Paſſage in the 
ix* Chap. of Nehemiah, ver. 17. Although the 
Iſraelites had refuſed to Obey, neither were mindful of 
the Wonders which God had done among them, and 
hardened their Necks, Thou, O God, ſay the Heads 
of the Levites, art a God ready to pardon, gracious 
aud merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and 
forſookeſt them not. I need not inſiſt any longer 
upon this Propoſition, nor fo long on the next, 
to wit, TI | 


Secondly, That God is great in Paper. For every ij 
one who ſo much as owns the Being of a God, doth 
at the fame time acknowlege the Almightineſs of his 
Power. And what do we mean by the Deity, or 
God, but at leaſt an Omnipotent Being > who 
although 
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Ver. 6, 7: 


although he may ſometimes be /low to do what he 
can, yet is always of Power enough to do what he 
will. | 


The Power of God, coming in here in my Text 


between two Articles, to wit, of his Mercy and 


his Juſtice, it may probably have reſpect to both, 
for his Power is equal both to Save and to Deſtroy, 
Ye have both at leaſt ſet forth in the Context, 
Who can ſtand before his indignation 2 who can abide in 
the fierceneſs of his anger > The Lord is good, a frog 
hold in the day of trouble. TT. 
And if Men would duly conſider the Natu- 
tural Variableneſs and Inſtability of all Worldly 
Things, the Powerful Influences of Planetary Aipes, 


which operate fo often, ſo variouſly, and ſo vehe- 
mently upon the Earth; the Dangerouſneſs of 


Meteors, and other Revolutions in the Air; the 


Defectibility and Weakneſs of the Earth it ſelf, occa- 
ſion d by continual Yulcano's, and frequent Earth. 


quakes ; and that we ſtand upon a very rotten 
Foundation, upon the Out-ſide and Cruſt of 
(in all probability) a hollow Sphere ; that we 
are no more ſecure of the Ground it ſelf, than of 
the Houſes we build upon it, ſince one as well as 


the other are ſubject both to Fire and Falling. 


If we conſider how divers unexpected Varia- 
tions of Weather and Seaſons might eaſily put every 
Country Yearly in danger of a conſuming Famine, 
in ſuch an one as Ours eſpecially, where an Exccis 
of Moiſture would be as fatal as an Exceſs of 


 _ Drovght, 
| If 


fo 


uon Occaſion of the late STORM. 


If we conſider what freque ? Peſtilences there 
are in the Eaſtern Parts of thi World, and how 
apt that Contagion hath been to dilate it ſelf to Us 
Weſtward, and how buſily perhaps Celeſtial Signs 
ſtir up the Noxious Vapours of the Earth to enter 
into a Depopulating Confederacy againſt us. 

If we conſider how eaſily a Fire of War is kindled, 
how ſmall a Spark ſometimes deflagrates over many 
Provinces, and, as at this time, almoſt all over 


Europe; and upon what ſmall Accidents the Balance 


of War depends, humanely ſpeaking we can- 
not ſtand leſs amazed at that mighty Power of God, 


which hath hitherto preſerved us of this Nation in 


Mercy, than at that Power which ſometimes 
threateneth or viſits us with Judgment. In a word, 


the Two-edged Sword of God's Power, both to 


Save and to Deſtroy, with reference to the Sons 
of Men, is fully ſet forth in that one Paſſage, Fer. 
22.18. Thou ſheweſt loving-kindneſs unto thouſands, 
and recompenſeſt the iniquity of the Fathers into the 
boſom of their Children after them : the Great, the 
Mighty God, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name. Ver. 19. 


Great in counſel, and mighty in work, (for thine 


eyes are open upon all the ways of the ſons of men, to 
give every one according to his ways, and according 
to the fruit of his doings.) Which leads me to the 
Third and Laſt Propoſition of my Text, 


That He will not at all acquit the Wicked. 


God Almighty is ſlow to Anger, with regard to 


Mercy and Forgiveneſs; And he may be likewiſe 


ſometimes ſlow to Anger, with regard to future Judg- 
G ment, 


III. 


bd 


— 


10 A Sermon Preach d on the FAS T5 * 


1 


ment, which, acc-ing to the Fore-· knowledge of 
his Will, he hath determined upon obdurate Offen- 
ders; for notwithſtanding he may ſometimes ſeem 
ow in the Methods of his Vengeance, yet it will be 
ſure, for he will not at all acquit the Wicked, 80 
Numb. xiv. 18. The Lord is long-ſuffering, and of 
great mercy, forgiving iniquity and tranſgreſſion, aud 
| by no means clearing the guilty: Viſiting the iniquity 
 Exod.20.5. of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and 
| fourth generation, = 


"of This Determination of God's Vill, is the neceſſary 
Reſult of Divers of his Attributes, to wit, his Veracit), 
his Holineſs, and his Juſtice. 


1/7. His Veracity, inaſmuch as He hath often de- 

— Chap. 23. 5. Clared himſelf to that purpoſe. I will not (faith he) 

Juſtiſſe the Wicked, Now it would be a Juſtifi- 

cation of the Wicked, if they ſhould at all eſcape 

Puniſhment ; it would put em upon the ſame foot 

with the Righteous, and upon that account take 

off all diſtinction between Good and Evil. But 

Rom. 2. 2. we are ſure that the judgment of God is according 
ro truth, againſt them which commit ſuch things. 


 2dly, It would be inconſiſtent with the Holi- 
Joſ. 24.19, neſs of God, to acquit the Wicked: He is a holy 
God, ( faith Joſhua,) he is a jealous God, he will 
not forgive your tranſgreſſions nor your fins, Where 
you fee that the Holineſs of God, who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity unpuniſhd, is an 
Argument and Reaſon why God will not acquit the 


Guilty. 
7 340%. The 
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Za. The Fuſtice of God is eminently con- 
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cern'd in bringing the Wicked to Puniſhment, ſooner 
or later. Thus, in the "Captivity of Iſrael, the 
Levites acknowledg'd, Thou art juſt in all that is Nehem. g. 33. 


brought upon #s : for thou haſt done right, but we 


have done wickedly. So religious Job, Doth God per- Chap. 8. 3. 
dert judgment, or- doth the Almighty pervert juſtice 2 
And St. Paul ſtill more appoſitely to the preſent 


purpoſe, Js God unrighteous who taketh vengeance 2 Rom. 3. 5, 6. 


(I ſpeak as a man) God forbid : for then how ſhall 


God judge the world> 
God acknowledges Himſelf to be a Fudge, the 


judge of all the Earth; And ( as Abraham faith ) Gen. 18. 25. 
ſhall not the Fudge of all the Earth do right 2 The 
judge of all Men: God the Judge of all. By which Heb, 12. 23: 


Patlages we are to underſtand not only that We 
are in the Hands and Power of God, as MaletaCtors 
are in the Power of a Judge ; but alſo, that in the 


Retributions of Good and Evil, God Almighty 


will exerciſe the part of a Judge, and upon Exami- 
nation and Proof, proceed to righteous Judgment : 


the Lord ſearch the heart, I try the reins, even to yer, 19. 10. 
give every man according to his ways, and according to 
the fruit of his doings. 


So that notwithſtanding the Time of Retributions 
may be, and is often deferred; and though the Time 
of Forbearance, even under the greateſt Provocations, 
be prolong'd, yet every Man may fay with Fob, IF cbab. 10. 14. 
[ fin, then thou markeſt me, and thou wilt not acquit me l 


from mine iniquity. 


This is ſufficient for the Firſt part of my Text, 
which ſets forth in general Terms the Long-ſufferance, 
the Power, and the Juſtice of God. 3 

4 53 I come 
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1 | come now to the Latter part, in which we 
| have an Amplification of the former, in ſuch terms 
4 as are applicable to the Great and Serious Buſineſs 
of This Day, The Lord hath his way in the Whirlwind, 
and in the Storm, and the Clouds are the duſt of bs 
feet, Which Particularities, | ſay, amplifie the Three 
foregoing Propoſitions, For in every one of theſe ,. 
Fhree Inſtances now before us, ſomething may be 


obſerved, relating to the Long-ſu ferance, the Power, 
and the Juſtice of God. 


Firſt then, 7 he Lord hath his way in the Whirlwind. 
I ſcarce need, I think, premiſe to you the * 
of this Phraſe, The Lord hath his way. 
| The way of the Lord, is a Form of Speech very fre. 
Job 36. 23. quent in the Bible: His Ways are his Diſpenſations, 
Deut. 32. 4. and his Judgments. All his ways are judgment; that 
is to ſay, A4 God of truth, and without iniquity, jul 
and right is He. So Plal, 103.7. He made knows 
his ways unto Moſes, his adts —_ the children of 
Rae, 
Pal. 138-5 Sometimes indeed 'tis put for the Holineſs and 
Majeſty of God, Pſal. 77. 13. Thy way, O God, is in 
the Sanctuary: Who is ſo great a God as our God 2 
Pfal. 95. 10, Sometimes for the Statutes and and Ordinances of 
Ita. 40. 3. God; as, O that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
35 Iſrael had walked in my ways ! Pfal. 8 . 13. 
Sometimes for the Doctrine of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
44. 19. 9. Chriſt, as Aquila and Priſcilla expounded to Apollo 
the way of God more perfefly, AQ. 18. 26. 
Sometimes for the Work and the Reward too, as 
when Our Saviour ſaith, 7 am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, Joh, 14. 6. : 
ut. 
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But all this is Criticiſm. The Words are here to 
be underſtood according to the Vulgar and General 
acceptat ion of that Phraſe, as it ſignifies the Manner 
or Method, the Courſe that any one takes, as 


— m_y 


The Way of a Man ; The pe of the Juſt ; The Way of rod 12 


2. 18. 


the Wicked ; The Way of one's Father; and, The Way Pal. x. i. 
of all Fleſh. | | 8 * 15.26. 
Well then, the Lord hath ſeveral Ways, that is, 


ſeveral Methods of his Providence : He makes uſe of 
ſeveral Means: He takes divers, and ſometimes diffe- 
rent Courſes in his Dealings with Mankind. For In- 
ſtance, The Lord hath his Way in the Whirlwind. 
There are ſome places of Scripture in which the 


word Whirlwind is uſed only figuratively, by a Me- 


taphor, for the Wrath and Vengeance of God deſcend- 


ing any manner of way ſuddenly and violently upon 


1 Nation or People, as Prov. 1. 27. When your Fear 


cometh as Deſolation, and your Deſtruction cometh as a 
Whirlwind ; when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh upon you. 
Likewiſe the Prophet Feremy, chap. 23. 19. Behold, 
a Whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even 
a grievous Whirlwind ; it ſhall fall grievouſly upon the 
head of the Wicked, Terrours of Conſcience allo are 
compared to a Tempeſt, Eaſt-wind, and Storm. 
But in the Text before us, we have no need to 
depart from the plain literal ſignification of the 
words; foraſmuch as in all Ages, and all Coun- 


tries, God Almighty hath viſited Mankind with 
Whirlwind and Storm; as viſibly from his own Hand, 


Job 27. 29,1. 


as with Fire or Sword, Famine or Peſtilence. And 


in all ſuch Publick Viſitations, God Almighty hath 
divers Diſpenſations of his Providence, with re- 
gard to his Mercy, as well as. his Power and Tuſtice ; 


of- 


At 


—— 


— — 
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Iſa. 32. 2. 
Mat. 8. 24. 


1a. 23. 9. 


of which there are as many notable Inſtances in thoſe 
that Eſcape, as in thoſe that Suffer. But 1 ſhall con- 
fine my ſelf within the Particularities of my Text, 
The Lord hath his way in the Whirlwind, and in 


the Storm, 


Sometimes He takes - this Way to ſummon the 
World to Repentance: And we ought always to apply 
ſuch Diſpenſations to that Uſe, before the Tempeſt 
and Whirlwind gets into a Man's Soul ; for then 
it may be too late, and he may be overwhelmed 
on a ſudden with Deſpair : Therefore it 1s better to 
make a penitent Uſe of the outward and literal Vi. 
ſitation, that Comfort may be found againſt the 
figurative and inward Senſe, to apply our {elves 


1 timely to the Mercies and Merits of Chriſt, whereby 


He may be as an Hiding- place from the Wind, and a 
Covert from the Tempeſt. That as Chriſt tilled the 
Tempeſt at Sea, ſo by an Almighty Word ot 
Comfort He may ſtill and quiet the troubled Con- 
ſcience. e 


2dly. The Lord hath his way in the Whirlwind, 
and in the Storm; ſometimes to Vindicate his own 
Honour, when the Generation 1s Unbelieving, Irre- 
ligious, and Prophane ; when Men make a Scorn 
and Contempt of Religion ; when they ſeem to de- 
ſpiſe the ſtill and gentle Ways of God ; then hath He 
recourſe to loud and publick Ways of ſhowing forth 
his Power and his Juſtice; then doth He ſome- 
thing to ſtrain the pride of all glory, and to bring 
into contempt all the honourable of the earth. And 
nothing ſo publickly ſhews the Contemptibility ot 
all Humane Power and Grandeur, as Publick and 
8 GER National 


upon Occaſion of the late STORM. 


National Judgments do; when God calls all to Judg- 
ment, High and Low, Rich and Poor one with 
another in this World, in token that He will do fo 


likewiſe in the World to come: For as we ſee now, 


ſo much more ſhall we then, that neither the Securi- 
ties of Nature, Art, or Numbers will avail ; for, Thus 
ſaith the Lord, (ſpeaking of the Enemies of Reli- 
gion) Though they be quiet, and likewiſe many, yet 

thus ſpall they be cut down, when he ſhall paſs through 
them, Ver. 12. of this Chap. 


3dly, The Lord bath his way in the Whirlwind, and 


in the Storm, ſometimes as Fore-runners of greater 
Judgments to come, and that ſpeedily. There are 
divers great Examples of this in Hiſtory, as of a 
Peſtilence which ſucceeded that dreadtul Tempeſt 
in Holland, Anno 1367. Or to go no farther oft than 
the great Plague in the Thirty fixth Year of Queen 
Elizabeth, Our Chronicles tell us, that dreadtully 
Tempeſtuous Weather was both the Prologue and 
Epilogue to a fad Tragedy. 


a 


As it is ſometimes of great Diſturbances and Com- 


motions in the State, ſo that violent Storm at Na- 
ples in the Year 1243. was a Forc-runner of the 


Troubles and Confuſions of that Kingdom. As 


likewiſe of a general Plague not many Years after. 
And by the way, neither theſe fore-running Judg- 
ments, nor thoſe that came after, were obſerved to 
fall moſt heavily upon the greateſt Delinquents : For 
tis remarkable that in an Inundation at Venice about 


the ſame time, not one Ship was ſaved ſo much as 
in Harbour, except one which had Four Hundred 


Robbers in it which were to be Tranſported. 


Servat 
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this Our Bleſſed Saviour takes Notice of, in reference 


Luke 12. 4. 


gainſt the Rulers in particular, ſo that it is no ſuch 


— 


Servat multos Fortuna nocentes, 


as Petrarch upon this Occaſion remarks out of Lucay, 


to thoſe Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate mingled 
with their Sacrifices, and thoſe Eighteen upon whom 
the Tower of Siloam fell; for in National Judgments 
it is one great and aggravating Article of the Na. 
tion's Calamity, that the righteous periſh from of 
the Earth. £54 

And I muſt obſerve likewiſe to you, that National 


Judgments are commonly a Sign of God's Anger 4- 


gainſt the People in general, more than 2. 


unaccountable thing in our Own Annals, that 


more Earthquakes, Whirlwinds, Tempeſts, - Peſti- 
lence, Fiery Meteors, Inundations, Drouths, Deart!; 


of Corn, Conflagrations and Prodigies, happened here 
in England in the Reign of our Queen Elizabeth of 


Glorious Memory, and more particularly in the Firſt 


Part of it, than in the like Compaſs of Time beſorc 
„ . = 


Not but that one great and ſingle Flagitiouſnels 


Baron, Ann, 


of a few, has been imputed as a ſole Cauſe of Ca- 
lamity upon many, as by that terrible Storm ot 


Wind at Rome, Anno 1017. abundance of People 


were deſtroy'd, Chriſtians as well as Jews, a Jew 


confeſſing that juſt before, in a Jewiſh Synagogue, 
they had mock'd the Image of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


J will not now enquire by what Footſteps of Pro- 


vidence Imoſt of our other National Calamitics 
ſince the Year 1640. may have been obſerved as 
Natural Products of the unexampled Barbarity 8 
dete Flagi- 


5 waz WTI WM 


upon Occaſion of the late STOR M. " "WP 


Flagitiouſnels of thoſe Times, and of which the 
Annual Commemoration draws near. But in the 


— 


1 


Memory doubtleſs of ſome now Living, there hap- 27th becenb. 


pened the Winter before, a dreadful Storm or Tem- 
peſt here in England, which a Grave and Learned 


Author who obſerved it, faith was Vehemens & Omi. God. Meteo- 


noſa Tempeſt as. 
But to return from this Digreſſion, If this late 
Judgment upon Account of which we are here met 


together, be of that ſort as to be the Forerunner of 


greater; Then have we caule to fear that the anger Jen. 23. 2c, 


of the Lord ſhall not return, until he have executed, 
and till he have performd the thoughts of his beart. 
Or, as you have it in the gth Verſe of this Chap- 
ter, That he will make an utter end, and that Afﬀiidtion 


ſhall not riſe up the ſecond time. 


* 


Laſtiy, The Lord hath ſometimes even his Hay 
of Mercy in the Whirlwind, and in the Storm, of 
which we are every one of us here preſent living 
Witneſſes ; and how many Millions more than we, 
have, by eſcaping this late dreadful Judgment ( fo 
far as our Lives and Limbs have cauſe to bleſs God) 
ſeen by ſo many Wonderful, and ſome almoſt Miracu- 


lous Deliverances, that the Lord is ſlow to Anger! 
When the Earth ſhook and trembled, the foundations Pal, 18.75. . 
alſo of the hills moved, and were ſhaken, becauſe he 

was wroth —— When thou, O God, didſt march Hab. z. 19, 


through the Land in indignation, when thou appearedſt 
in the furiouſneſs of thy Diſpleaſure, evEn then did 
thy Tenderneſs and Pity, the bowels of thy Com- 
paſſion, ſhew forth thy Long - ſufferance, even to- 
wards thoſe Veſſels which were fitted for Vengeance, 

D as well 


> OB at AA oe 7 re ITE oo lo, wen ns nn 


D 


1 


* 14 # — %# _— 
EDT ů ——-T:-¼ —— —ů ů cos — —˙*¾‚ rs 2 


* 2 „[ 24 Is 


A Sermon Preach'd on the FAS TD ay, 


Pfal. 104. 4. 


Job 37, 12. | 


"as well as towards thoſe who by ferious Repentance 


and deep Humiliation, now call upon thee for Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs. | 
I have gone through all but the very laſt Words 


of my Text, The Clouds are the duſt of his feet, upon 


which I ſhall be very brief. 

For theſe Words are only Figurative, to express 
the Power and Majeſty of God when he appears in 
Judgment; and they denote to us the Obſequi- 
ouſneſs and Readineſs of all things in the Creation 
to obey his Commands ; that all Meteors are az 
ready Meſſengers to execute his Will as the An. 
gels themſelves who are Spirits, and every E. 
lement as active as his Miniſters who are a Flaming 
Fire. N 
The Clonds are the Duſt of his Feet, as if the Pro- 


phet had ſaid, The Clouds of Heaven however they 


appear to us, as lifeleſs, weak, heavy, or fickle 


and unconſtant Agents, if God doth but move, are 
as intelligent, powerful, nimble and certain Exe- 


cutioners of his Will, as if every one was a right 
aiming Thunderbolt, and that without any inter- 


mediate Cauſe of Propulſion, they fly out and 
diſperſe themſelves before him to the Execution of 
his Pleaſure, as readily as the Duſt of the Ground flies 


before one's Feet. NN 

And this is viſible to any one who knows how 
much may be aſſignable to Clouds and Air as In- 
ſtrumental Caufes of the moſt couſiderable Events 
which concern Mankind. = 

If God viſits the World with Health and Plenty, 
it is inſtrumentally done by the Salubrity of the Air 
and the Fœcundity of the Clouds. The Heavens 


drop 


W 


elves 


again 
Sins, 
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drop down dew ; the Cloads drop fatneſs. If God Al- 
mighty viſits a People or a Nation with Judgments, 
The Clouds are his Meſſengers, as in Famines, they 
with-hold their Moiſture, or they pour it down too 
abundantly. 
In Plagues and Peſtilential Diſtempers, the 
Corruption of the Air is the firſt aſſignable 
Cauſe of Infection. And in Judgments of this 
kind, under the Senſe of which we are this 
Day in Humiliation, the dreadful Power of Clouds 
and Vapours has been a heavy Rod of Vengeance 
in the Hand of Almighty God: So that 1 need 
give you no more Inſtances, That his ſtrength is pal, 53. 24. 
in the Clouds, whether for correction, or for his laud, Job 37, 13. 
or for mercy. 353 5 
have therefore nothing to add but a Word or 
two of Application. 


We meet here together this Day, to Humble our 


ſelves under the Almighty Hand of God lifted up 


againſt this Nation for our many and provoking 
Sins, to acknowledge that this was his Doing, and 
that we have deſerved, and muſt take heed of a 


worſe thing. We are to acknowledge at the ſame 


time, that although the Judgment was great, yet the 


Mercies which attended it are infinite: 


We are therefore in the firſt place to acknowledge, 
under a deep Senſe of our own Unworthineſs, the 
Power and the Juſtice of God; for the proper Buſineſs 
of this Day carried on hence-forward throughout the 


whole Courſe of our Lives, is the true Uſe we are to 


make of this late great Viſitation, according to that of 
the Prophet, At that day ſhall a man look to his Maker, Iſaian 19. 7. 
9 2 and | 
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aud his Eyes fhall baue reſpect to the Holy One of 
Hrael. 
We have had many Calls and many Warnings, 


and we have had many kind and indulgent Over- 


tures of Mercy: No Nation under Heaven hatl 
had a greater Variety of Dangers and of Bleſſings, 
and (excepting the finally impenitent Jews) with leſs 
Effects of Repentance and Amendment; thereforc 
it may be ſaid of us as it was of them. Jaiah 65. 1. 
I have ſpread out my hands all the day unto a re. 


Bellious People which walketh in a way that was not 


good, v. 3. a People that provoketh me to anger conti- 
timually to my face. C dry +3 -3 

If we conſider how we have mocked and abuſed 
our own Holy Religion, how we have murmur'd 
at, and traduced our Governours and Superiours, 


how we have back-bit and envy'd at, and injured 


one another, how in the general Courſe of the 
Age we have ſet our Minds upon Vanity and 
Lyes, it is no wonder after all, that when we 
= fown the Wind we ſhould reap the Wharl- 
wind. 5 | 

2. But in the Second Place, ſeeing that in the 
midſt of Judgment God remembers Mercy, and 
that every one here preſent hath particular Reaſons 
upon his own, his Friends and Relations Account, 
to acknowledge the unſpeakable Goodneſs and For- 
bearance of God, for the wonderful Deliverance 
which hath given us this Opportunity of Addrel- 
ſing our ſelves at this Time to the Throne of Mercy ; 
Let us with thankful and unfeigned Hearts, acknow- 
ledge, that it is of his Mercy that we were not al! 
Conſumed. | | | 

et | 3. And 


upon Occaſion of the late STORM. 


3. And Thirdly, Let this Love of God towards 
us excite in us a more ardent Love and Affection 
towards one another. Let thoſe Dangers we have 
eſcaped, and thoſe many other Dangers from a- 
broad by a Cruel and deſperate War, and even 
at home by our own unreaſonable and ſhameful A- 
nimoſities, Diviſions, and Diſſentions among our 
ſelves, awaken us to Love and Union. 


— Nunc ipſa pericula jungant. 
To a firm, a brave and reſolute Adherence to the 
Proteſtant Intereſt throughout the World; To a 
Chearful and Religious Pertormance of all the Ob- 
ligations which in Love and Duty are owing to 
our moſt Gracious SOVEREIGN, and to a tender- 
hearted Compallion of one another's Infirmities ; 
That ſo God may be Glorified, Our Vigilant, 
Prudent and Pious GovERNoOuUR made Ealy, and 
we our ſelves under both, become inſtrumental to 
our own great and laſting Happineſs. If we put 
in Practice ſuch Reſolutions of Love and Con- 
cord and Brotherly Affection; If we can poſſeſs 
our own Souls with Patience and Peace, and fix 
in our ſelves a Tranquility of Mind and Spirit; 
Then may we expect a Bleſſing and Proſperity 
from the Counſels and Meaſures of our good 
QuEEN, and her Allies, and upon their Forces by 
Sea and Land; And then will the Glory of God 
be exalted more and more, by our making holy Ules 
of all his Diſpenſations towards us; Then will 
the Renown of our SACRED MONARCH be 
ſpread as far as the Sun extends his Courle pow 
| WII 


— — — * 
* FFP — ” 


— — . — — EE re ne = BN 1 —— — — ne - 
—— 0 2 b 
* : ws 
= 


27 OUCH ara. - © 4-0 


I, =: Gn : 1 
— . 
8 — — — enrrathmen re NE —— — —— — — 


k r 6 0 a wh r_ 1 2 > 
— a . . — 
— — * _ 8 , 
—ͤ > hows —<20e 22 „* —— — of — - n — 0 
* , n - - 


—— ————— 
Ss 


2 * 
— — 2A 
, . * 
—— — — — * 
yy N 
8 2 — a — 


——— — CNS SN 
— — 3 — 8 
— — 0 
— - 


1 


22 


A Sermon Preach d on the F as T- D ay, 


"I 


Iſa. 23. 8. 


Pl. 103, 10. 


Iſa 57, 16, 


will our Princes and Magiſtrates be Honourable ; 
and even our Merchants as Princes, and our Trafickers 
the Honourable of the Earth: Then will our God 
give us his Bleſſing, and make this People and 


»—=C 545. 60.13 Nation an Eternal Excellency, a Joy of many Ge. 


nerations. | 

He bath not hitherto dealt with us after our fins, nor 
rewarded us according to our iniquities : None of 
his Judgments have hitherto bore any manner of 
proportion to our Deſerts, nor would it be con- 
ſiſtent with the Methods of his Providence, with 
reſpet to the Upholding and Continuance of the 
World, until that Fulneſs of Time when all things 
here below ſhall be diſſolved: Therefore will he not 
contend for ever, neither will he be always wroth ; for 
the ſpirit ſhould fail before him, and the ſouls which 
he hath made. 

But theſe Temporal Judgments are only to remind 
us of the Eternal one; And if theſe will not 
awaken us, then Nothing is to be expected but 
a fiery Indignation. 


Seeing the Sword is now lifted up over all Chri- 
ſtendom; that the Judgments of God are abroad in 
the World; that there is no truſt in the Arm of Fleſh ; 
and that if we meaſure our own Dangers by our De- 
merits ; we have juſt Cauſe to fear we may prove as 
Conſpicuous in the Eye of the World, under greater 
Judgments yet to come, as we were under this latc 
Never-to-be-forgotten one : Let Us therefore here at 
Home wreſtle with God for Mercy and Bleſſings, with 
Ardency and Zeal equal at leaſt to that with which 
our Brave Country-men and Allics fight Abroad Saf 

1 have 
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havethe ſofter and the ſafer Employment of the two; 


and if it be at the Expence of Tears for Sin, tis much 


leſs than that of Blood, for Honour. They do it to 
obtain a Temporal Reward of Victory; but they like- 


wiſe and we our ſelves have an Eternal one in view; 


which ſhould encourage us all to fight the good fight 


of fait h : that ſo with Repentance for Sins paſt, an d 


Manly Reſolutions for the Time to come, we may, 
after all the Tempeſtuouſneſs of Worldly Accidents, 


become at length more than Conquerors, through him 


that loved us. 


To Conclude all then; Let the wicked forſake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let 


him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 


upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon, FEY i 


To that Only Wiſe GO D, and Adorable 
TxiNniTyY, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, &c. 


Ia, 35. 7: 
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BOOKS Sld by Henry Bonwicke, at 
the Red Lyon in St. Paul's Church-yard. 
| IA DESIDERTIA; Or, Divine Addreſſes. In Three 
Books: 1. Sighs of the Penitent pl 2. Deſires of the 
Religious Soul: 3. Ecſtaſies of the Enamour'd Soul. 
Illuſtrated with 47 Copper Plates. Written in Latin: Enzli/;4 
by Edmond Arwaker, M. A. 8*. . 

Practical Chriſtianity; Or, An Account of the Holineſs which 
the Goſpel enjoins ; with the Motives to it, and the Remedies it 
propoſes againſt Temptations ; with a Prayer concluding each 
diſtincdt Head. By K. Lucas, D. D. Vicar of St. Srephens in 
Coleman ſtreet. e OR 
Chriſtianity the Great Ornament of Humane Life ; Or, Man 
conſider d in his Spiritual, Civil, and Moral Capacities. Being 
an humble Eſſay towards the furtherance of Univerſal Piety and 
Charity, and removing all unreaſonable Prejudices and Animo- 
ſities reſpecting both the Church and State. 8? 

A Sure Guide to Heaven ; Or, The Trueſt, Safeſt, and moſt 
Certain Way to Happineſs, and to a lovely Immortality, which 
all Perſuaſions in Religion are agreed in, by Divine Love; With 
Devout Aſpirations to fan the Holy Flame, and keep it alive, 
Fitted for the Utes of a Devout Retirement. By a Clergy-man 
ot the Country. 8 EE 

The Art of Catechiſing; Or, The Compleat Catechiſt. In 
Four Parts: 1. The Church: Catechiſm, reſfolv'd into Eaſe 
Queſtions: 2. An Expoſition of it: 3. The Church-Catechiſm, 
retolv'd into Scripture Proofs : 4. The Whole Duty of 
Man, refolv'd into Queſtions Fitted for the Meaneſt Ca- 
pacities. 12? | 

Letters of Religion and Vertue, to ſeveral Gentlemen and 
Ladies; In Oppoſition to the Prophaneſs and Obſcenity of thoſe 
newly publiſh'd under the Names of the late Earl of Rocheſter, 
Mr. Otway, Mr. Brown, &c. 12“ 

Hope and Peace: In Two Letters: The firſt, A Lerter to a 
Perſon Troubled in Mind, who (though a Vertuous Lady, yet) 
labour'd under great Scrupuloſities, Doubts and Fears, and ſome 
Uneaſie Degrees of Deſperation. The ſecond, A Letter to a 
Penitent, who appearing Sincere, and having paſs'd through 
the Evangelical Methods of Peace and Reconciliation, yet re- 
main d Diſſatisfy d. By a Divine of the Church of England. 8 
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